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Yonkers City Councilman Christopher Johnson is one of four Democrats seeking 
to replace County Legislator Ken Jenkins and represent Yonkers from the 16th District. 
We asked Johnson about the race and the reasons why he is running. “The 16th District 
has always been a powerful voice, fighting for the rights of Yonkers families,” he said. 
“For the past six years, while serving on the Yonkers City Council, I have demonstrated 
that same spirit. The experience I have gained directly translates to county government. I 
have been the leader in the fight for affordable housing; creating the opportunity for our 
seniors and disabled who qualify for SCRIE and DRIE to have their rents frozen, 
advancing an affordable housing ordinance guaranteeing working families in Yonkers do 
not get left behind, and introducing legislation protecting our homeless population. 
Making sure people have decent safe housing has and will continue to be part of my 
focus as I serve the community.” Johnson has served for six years on the City Council, 
representing the First District, which includes downtown Yonkers. “In my time on the 
council I have learned that the only thing that matters is representing your constituents,” 
he said. “Elected colleagues always give advice and most of it is sound, but nothing 
compares to making sure you are reflecting the needs and desires of residents in the 
district you serve.” The 16th District has a large majority of enrolled Democrats, and the 



winner of the Democratic primary Sept. 12 will be the next county legislators. With three 
other Democratic challengers, Johnson was asked what distinguishes himself from the 
other three? “The best part about being elected is I have experience and a record of votes 
and legislation that I have supported (ie. two local hiring pieces of legislation),” he said. 
“With me as a candidate, residents can count on a true progressive Democrat that cares 
about working families in Yonkers. Voters will know what they are getting in making me 
their choice. They will get a fighter – a fighter for equality, a fighter for adequate 
affordable housing, an advocate for our children, and someone who will listen and take 
advice from those I am elected to serve.” Affordable housing and services for the 
homeless, including mental health services, are issues that Johnson said he will make a 
priority, if elected. “Making sure our homeless residents receive the services they need, 
whether it be mental health services, transitional services or one-night emergency 
assistance, will be my priority,” he said. “Providing the necessary assistance will not only 
shrink the number of homeless persons, but also allow those individuals the opportunity 
to remain contributing, productive members of society. “We also need to make sure we 
provide housing that is affordable for residents of this county. Far too many people are 
struggling to make ends meet, because the cost of housing is too expensive. Making sure 
that all communities offer working families an opportunity to thrive is the baseline of 
what we should be doing. I also want to see a real focus on our public transportation 
system. With over 30 million riders annually, we need to make sure that routes, timing 
and connections make sense for all commuters.” The recent petitioning process to get on 
the ballot resulted in Johnson’s campaign collecting double the required number to get on 
the ballot. “To achieve a spot on the ballot, you must obtain 500 valid signatures,” he 
explained. “Using volunteers, my campaign collected over 1,200 signatures from various 
locations throughout the entire district. Most of the City Council district I currently 
represent is within the 16th County Legislative District, so several people recognized me 
and expressed appreciation for the work I have been doing on the council. I most enjoyed 
meeting new people from other places in the district, who had far-reaching concerns, 
from homelessness and affordable housing to public transportation and ride-sharing 
services like Uber and Lyft.” County Legislator Ken Jenkins has stood with Democrats 
on the BOL, and has criticized the two BOL Democrats that have joined with the BOL 
Republicans to form a bipartisan majority. What caucus would a Legislator Johnson join? 
“I look forward to being a true progressive Democratic voice on the County Board of 
Legislator,” he said. “For those wondering, caucusing with my party does not mean I will 
always agree with them. It will show that I have a clear, consistent philosophy and that I 
will discuss issues with those who share those philosophies first.” Joining Johnson in a 
Democratic primary for Jenkins’ County Board seat are Nicole Benjamin, Carmen 
Gomez-Goldberg and Symra Brandon. It appears that all four have collected enough valid 
signatures and will appear on the primary ballot. 


